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19a XVI. 31. 
* IF THEY HEAR NOT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS; NEt- 
* THER WILL THEY BE 'PERSUADED THOUGH ONE 
% ROSE FROM THE DEAD.“ 


7 


HERE is not in the whole volume of Sevipinrs 


| a more intereſting, a more awful, nor a more 
affecting ſcene, than that wal n we are preſented 


in this chapter. 
It is intereſting, becauſe we, every one of us, muſt 


hereafter be in one or other of the ſituations here de- 


ſcribed. It is awful, becauſe that fituation, what- 
ever it be, muſt be unchangeable, and eternal. It is 
affecting, becauſe fo few among the ſons of men are 
ſo diſpoſed to profit by this ſolemn warning, as to 


ſeek to obtain the favour of God, and an intereſt in 
thoſe pleaſures which are to be found at his right hand 


for evermore. 


The deſign of our bleſſed Sable in this amazing 


repreſentation, is, to teach us all this leſſon, that no- 


thing but real godlineſs will avail us at the laſt. It 


1s not the acquiſition of riches; it is not the ſound of 


titles ; it is not the ſplendor of equipage or gay at- 
tire; nor the profuſion of delicacies which may croud 


our tables, that will give us admiſſion to the happi- 
neſs of futurity. Nothing but piety towards God. 


faith in our Loid Jeſus Chriſt, and a general and 
A conſtant - 
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conflant] regard to all the duties of religion, can do 


this. 


The words of the text were committed to me by 
the deceaſed, when he lay upon his dying bed, with 
an earneſt wiſh that they might be improved at this 
ſolemn ſeaſon. Perhaps,” ſaid he, the ſerioul- 
neſs of the occaſion may cauſe what may be ſpoken 
to have ſome good impreſſion upon the minds of the 


people: | hope and truſt they will.“ May the AL: 


mighty crown his wiſhes concerning you, by impreſſ- 
ing you deeply with the important truth, that if an 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will 
be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 

My brethren, I need not offer you any arguments 
to prove, that we all muſt die; neither need J add. 


chat it is the deſire of all men to die happy. But al- 


though we confeſs that death is certain, and that to 
be bappy at that awful hour is the moſt deſirable of 
all other things; yet, we are too apt to forget the one, 
and to neglect the means of ſecuring the other, The' 
narrative before us affords a very ſtriking inſtance of 
this, in a perſon poſſeſſed of every advantage of birth, 


fortune, and education. He was a Jew ;--one to whom 


the lively oracles of God had been committed, and who 
had been inſtructed in the way of ſalvation ; yet we 


ſee him ſacrificing all theſe advantages, and giving 


himſelf up to the indulgence of his depraved appetites, 
and to the dominion of his luſts. Devoted to his plea- 
ſures, he had no time to attend to the duties of religion, 


or the concerns of eternity. Theſe he neglected, until 


he was hurried off the ſtage of life, and lifted up his 


eyes in hell, Dreadful ſituation, indeed! where he 


changed all the luxuries and indulgences of this 
world, for flames of fire and brimſtone, and had not 
ſo much as a drop of water to cook his tongue. In 
au hour of diſpaſſiouate rellection, permit me to re- 

; commend ' 


ts) 


commend to you the ſerious peruſal of this ſolemti 


hiſtory. Aſk your own hearts, in that moment of 
. Impartial inquiry, whether you really believe the aw- 
ful repreſentation of future things, which you will find 
here given you by him, who is ordained. the judge of 
the quick and dead ? whether you really believe, 
that infidelity and its conſequent vices, voluptuouſ- 
neſs, worldly-mindedneſs, love of ſenſual pleaſures, 
drunkenneſs, and debauchery, that theſe will cer- 
_ tainly bring the ſoul to that place of torment where a 
drop of water is not to ay. 
this, to indulge in any of theſe things which have a 
_ tendency to deſtroy both body and ſoul for ever, will 
certainly appear to be highly irrational. 5 
But if you do not believe it, if you feject the au- 


thority of the written word, what, think you, will be ; 


ſufficiently powerful to perſuade you? Lou imagine 
it would convince you, were one to come to you 
commiſſioned from the dead to teſtify theſe dreadful 
truths.——— V | 

| You are miſtaken.—Unbelief would ſlill find fome 
Tubterfuge to evade the force of this kind of evidence. 
The caſe of Lazarus is well known. We are not 
ſtrangers to the language of infidelity. * Deſcend 
from the croſs, ſaid the Jews to Chriſt, and we 
will believe on thee; but when he did more, when 
he aroſe from the dead, far the greater part of them 
continued in a ſtate of unbelief. The evidence al- 
ready before you in the facred ſcripture, is offered 
upon the veracity of God : if He cannot obtain cre- 
dit with you, it is quite unlikely that you ſhould be 
perſuaded by the teſtimony of cne from the dead. 

— This is a point which Abraham preſſes upon Dives, 
when the proofs of a future flate of rewards and pu- 
niſhments were far leſs clear and evident than they 
now are, fince Chriſt hath brought life and immorta- 
7 | A's lity 


ad. If you do believe 
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lity to light by the Goſpel. The Jews bad Moſes and 
the Prophets, and they were commanded to hear 
them. Chriſt and his Afoftles have now added the 
weight of their evidence, and you are enjoined to 


Berk them. If you hear them not, neither will you | 


be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 


1ſt, We have Moſes. Under the Moſaic diſpen- | 
ſation, God was pleaſed to communicate unto the 


world a tranſcript of his will. The law was given 
by Moſes.” And by this law is the knowledge of'fin. 
It is a glaſs in which we view ourſelves depraved and 
fallen, By the deeds of it no man living can be juſ- 
tified. It curſes every one that continueth not in all 
things that are written therein. And as we have all” 
fnned, and fallen ſhort of the glory of God, it is 
evident that we are under this curfe, and ſubject con- 
tinually to the conſequences of it All the pains we 
feel, all the ſickneſs, all the Public and private diſ- 
treſſes that are in the world, are the effects of ſin. 


Had there been no ſin, ſorrow would never have 


cauſed a ſigh in our breaſts, nor grief have broken 


the heart. Strangers to ſin, che widow's tears would 


never have flowed, nor the orphan's cries. have been 
heard in our ſtreets. This it was that brought 
death into the world, and all our woe.“ If we dave 
cars to hear the language of Moſes, we ſhall be con- 
vinced of this melancholy truth, that man is born to 


' trouble—that he is by nature afar off from God, and 


expoſed ro miſery both preſænt and eternal. 


But though it is in the ſtyle of a lawgiver to de- + 
nounce vengeance agaiuſt tranſgreſſors, yet che voice 


of mercy is pardon For, 
2dly, We have the Prophets.—All the Prophets "I 
Moſes have united in proclaiming the advent of the Meſ- 
fias. They declared the intention of the Almighty to 
accept the fufferings of a {ubſtiured victim, in the ſtead 
of 


| 
| 


| 
[ 


men. The ce- 


g men to Chriſt. 


SO 


erings for ſin the 
they ſhadowed 


y foretel what 
m, and the 


that which ſhould be conſecra 
his Son. They aſſert his eternal 
and denounce his judgments a 
o refuſes to lay hold of his covena t 
e with him by ſacrifice. 5 
They "repreſent him as abounding in me 


goodneſs towards all, who love and obey bim 


exhort to the practice of holineſs, by the promMle of 
the moſt excellent rewards ; they deter from the paths 


of vice, by the moſt awful threatenings of vengeance. 
In a word, they ſet before mankind life and death, 


bleſſing and curling : to the righteous, in every poſhble 


ſituation, whether abounding 1 in riches, or expofed to 


* poverty; whether ſoaring in proſperity. Or depreſſed 
by adverſity ; whether in the anxieties of life, or in the 
pangs of death, this is cheir united language, It 


ſhall be well with them.” But to the wicked, whe- 
ther ſwimming in afftuence, or expoſed to penury; 


whether in the midſt of laughter, or the fadneſs of 
their heart; whether in the concerns of time, or in 
the awful deciſions of eternity, It ſhall go ill with 


them“ —“ There is no peace, ſaith my God, unto the 
wicked. mw 


1ſtituted for this 
reat atonement, _ 


d of the world, 


nly Son ſhould ; 
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And to in force theſe momentous truths thus incul- 
cated by Moſes and the Prophets, the doctrines of the 
Goſpel unite their teſtimony. By the coming of 
Chriſt, the veil has been taken from futurity.. and the 
final end of good and bad men {et forth unto us, in all 


the pleaſing images of life, and with all the terrors 


and ſolemnities of death. To thoſe who, by à pa- 


tient continuance in well-doing, are ſeeking ſor glory 


and immortality we ſee, at the end of their journey, 
the portals of heaven opening for their reception. 
We hear the heavenly choirs touching their golden 


harps, as they enter the celeſtial gates. We behold 


the Son of God ariſing from his radiant throne, io 
preſent them with the palms of victory, and adorn 
their brows with the crown of glory, which fadeth not 
away. We hear the ſoſt accents of approbation drop- 
ping from his tongue, Well done, good and faithful 
ſervants ! enter ye into the joy of your Lord.“ We 
view them placed as conquerors upon their heavenly 
thrones the guſhing tear no more falling from their 
eyes, the figh no more burſting from their afflivied 
hearts. There the widow mourns not the loſs of her 
huſband, nor the huſband his wife committed to the 
tomb. There we fee the afſectionate parents reſlored 

to their deareſt offspring, whom they once followed to 


the grave—and all the endearing ties of nature again 


cemented by eternal bands. © There {hall be no 
more ſickneſs, nor ſorrow, nor any more death.” 
And jurely in theſe views of a happy immortality, we 
may take up the lauguage of in{piration, and ſay, 
** Blefſed are the dead which die in the Lord, even ſo 
ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from their labours.” 

But, on the other hand, we fee the wicked quitting 
the world under all the terrors of a guilty mind. We 
ſee them dragged to the tribunal of God, to receive 
the ſentence of condemnation, Hurried from thence, 

: We 


'. wickedneſs in high places ? 


7 019 


we follow their affrighted ſouls, through darkaek that- 
may be felt, to the tremendous reſidence of the damned 
—to the place where no ſounds are heard, but thoſe of 
mourning, lamentation, and woe. There, delivered 
to the tormentors, they begin their weeping, watling, | 
and gnaſhing of teeth—and add their voices to the 
countleſs numbers who are echoing Deſpair, deſpair, 
through the vaſt extended vault of hell. Turning 

| from the awful ſcene, are we not ready to cry out, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
laſt end be like his!“ Why then do we not live the 
life of the righteous? Why, my brethren, do we not 
appear in earneſt the candidates for heaven? We pro- 
feſs, indeed, to be Chriſtians—but where ſhall we find 
the men of God, thoroughly furniſhed. unto every 
good work ? Where are the Chriſtian ſoldiers, who, 
having inliſted under Chriſt's banners, are fighting 
manfully againſt the world, the fleſh, and the Devil? 
who are running the race ſet before them with meek- 
neſs and fear—who are wreſtling not only againſt” 
fleſh and blood, but againſt principalities and pow- 
ers, againſt the rulers of darkneſs, againſt n 


If being aſhamed to own the great Captain of our ſal- 
vation ; if wipingthe croſs of Chriſt from our foreheads, 
deſerting his ſtandard, or betraying it into the enemy's: 
hands; if renouncing all our baptiſmal engagements, 
giving up our Maſter's cauſe, and wreſtling for every 
thing but heaven, were the way to do well at the laſt, 
what numbers of happy deaths ſhould we have! But 
no man having put his hand to the plough, and loox- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God. Our aſſu- 
ming the name of Chriſtians will avail us little, if we 
take not up our croſs daily, and follow him, by whoſe: 
name we are called. We muſt quit our eager graſp of 


the world, if we would be Chriſt's diſciples : we 
A 4 muſt 


„ 
muſt ceaſe to purſue the objects of ſenſe as our chief 
good, and no longer remain the ſervants of divers luſts 
and pleaſures. You have heard, upon the authority 
of God, that he who continueth in fin is dead whilſt 
he lives. Know ye not, that neither whoremon- 
gers nor adulterers, nor ſabbath-breakers nor lars, 
nor drunkards, nor thieves, nor any unclean perſon, 
©, ſhall enter into the kingdom of Chriſt and of God?“ 
Have you not heard, that “ ſtrait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it?“ Do vou not conſider, that, 
with moſt of you, life 1s far ſpent ? And, in the name 
of God, aſk yourſelves how much of your time you 
have ſpent to his glory, and to the purpoſe of ſecuring 
your immortal intereſts, Are you truly religious? 
Do you live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly in the 
world ? Have you a lively faith in Chriſt ? Are all 
your hopes fixed upon him ? Do you wait upon him 
daily at a throne of grace, that you may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help you in time of need? Do you 
delight in reading his word, in keeping holy his ſab- 
baths, and embracing his ordinances ? or, Are you 
among the number of thoſe by whom our churches 
are negleQted, deſpiſed, and forſaken ? Is it your de- 
light to do juſtice unto all men, to have mercy upon 
the poor and ignorant, and upon thoſe that are out of 
the way? Let me entreat you, beloved, by the tender 
mercies of God, that you aſk yourſelves theſe queſ- 
tions. It is time that you conſidered your ways; it 
is high time that you prepared for that awful hour 
which is approaching you every moment—an hour 
which no vigtlance can elude, no riches bribe, no 
power prevent, —If by a fair and open examination of 
your own ſelves, you ſhould be made ſenſible that 
your conduct has been altogether wrong ; that you 
have lived a mere ſeuſual life, without any regard to 
' religion, 
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religion, without any love to your Redeemer, or any 
concern about your happineſs in a future world; 
though the diſcovery may at firſt alarm you, yet * 
member that this diſcovery is eſſential to your wel⸗ 
fare; it is fafe and ſalutary. It is the cuſtom of the 
good phyſician, to wound in order to heal; to make 
his followers feel the burden of their guilt, that he 
may remove it, and give them reſt. 

Turn your faces, then, this day. towards the king- 
dom of Cod—eſolutely break from every connexion, 
that would hinder your laying hold on eternal life, 
All the-pains you can take to ſecure your intereſt in 
the kingdom of God and his righteoulneſs, you will 
find little enough at the laſt, We are exhorted to 
prepare to meet our God—to have our lamps trimmed 
and burning —to work out our own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling. And to prevent our being 
diſcouraged in purſuing an object ſo momentous, 
we are informed that Jeſus is exalted at the right 
hand of God, to give repentance and remiſſion of 
ſins. Aſk then, and you ſhall receive; ſeek, and you 
ſhall find ; knock, and the door of mercy ſhall be 
opened unto you. He died, that he might pardon 
and ſave the guilty, He is able to ſave unto the ut- 
termoſt all, who come unto God by him. But if you 
will not come unto him, that you may have life, you 
muſt periſh without remedy. If you believe not on 
him, you ſhall die in your ſins.” His blood is ſuffi- 
cient to cleanſe you from all fin ; but if you tread it 

under foot, there remains no more ſacrifice for fin, but 
I fearful looking-for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion.“ 

Let the uncertainty of life, of which you have this 
day another inſtance, awaken you to embrace the 
means yet afforded for your eſcape. One who has 
been long among you, poſſeſſed of an excellent con- 
ſtitution, and of every thing that could have rendered 

| him 


ä — — — — 


|; ( ws . 
him comfortable for many years to come, is taken off 
in a very ſhort ſpace: he is numbered with the dead. 
and has taken his ſolitary reſidence in that houſe 
which is appointed for all living. And have we any 
ſecurity for our lives ? Do we hold them. by a more 
certain tenure ? Can any one of us ſay, I ſhall live i 
till to-morrow ? Should we not eſteem that man a 
preſumptuous wretch, who would dare to lift up his 
impious front to heaven, and ſay, I will live till to- 
morrow ? But is not that man preſumptuous too, who 
has the concerns of an immortal ſoul to attend to, 
and its everlaſting welfare depending upon the im- 
provement of to-day, and yet fays, I will think of 
that to-morrow, or the next day, or upon my death- 
bed ! Sirs! procra{ination has deſtroyed it's thouſands. 
Now is the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation, © 
- To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
ö hearts. To-day you are addreſſed in the mild language 
i 


of mercy ; to- day is held forth to you the olive-branch 
of peace and reconciliation. If you refuſe to hear, 
to-morrou may convey the accents of incenſed wrath 
to your ears, Ye ſhall not enter into my reſt.” 
If heaven be deſirable unto you, it muſt be ſought 
with all the induſtry of perſons ſeeking for goodly 
pearls, It muſt be made the one thing needful, in 
your eſtimation and in your affections, and to 
which every other object muſt be made ſubordinate. 
i Its glories and it's happineſs will repay you amply, for 
I all the lilile ſacrifices you can make to attain it. Re- 
| member, that it may be loft, and loſt by your own 
| careleſſneſs, by your own unbelief. Seek, therefore, 
g while it may be found; and that you may not be 
diſappointed, ſeek Jawfully, in the manner preſcribed 
for you in the facred ſcriptures. Jeſus is there held 
forth as the way, the truth, and the life. Himſelf 
bath declared, no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” To try any other way, will be 
| labouring 
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labouring in vain; and ſpending your ſtrength. for 
o 5 
But why, as in him are collected all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge, need you ſeek to any other? 
He, who only can, is. ready to help you. He will, if 
© you aſk it of him ſincerely, communicate that hea- 
venly grace, and ſpiritual aſſiſtance unto you, which 
will enable you to become Chriſtians indeed, and ſe- 
cure you an intereſt in his great ſalvation. | 
He will apply his pardoning blood to your con- 
ſciences ; he will fanQify you by his Holy Spirit, and 
render you acceptable to the Father, through the 
merits of his own perfe& righteouſneſs. He will be. 
with you as your guide and counſellor, through all 
the varying ſcenes of life. He will ſupport and com- 
fort you in death. He will convince you fully of 
this important truth, that godlineſs is profitable unto 
all things, having the promiſe of the life that now is, 
with all it's neceſſary good, and that which is to come, 
with all it's glory. 5 N | 
Theſe points the holy ſcriptures teach, inforce, and 
eſtabliſh; and they are of that authority and ſuffi- 
ciency in every thing that concerns our ſalvation, that 
a meſſenger from the dead can add nothing further to 
their teſtimony, or effect. His veracity would be 
juſtly more queſtionable than that revelation which 
we have received from Him who cannot lie; and ſure 
I am, that thoſe who reject the ſacred records, would 
have the ſame objections to the ſerious truths they 
contain, were they repeated in their ears by one from 
the dead. The ſame ſtrength of corruption that 
withſtands the obvious truth of the written word, 
would triumph over every argument that could be 
offered them by ſuch a meſſenger, The doctrine of 
the text is thus reduced to this point, That if we 
ſhould at the laſt fall ſhort of happineſs and heaven. 
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it t will not be occaſioned by the want of any  thiog © in 


the nature of the revelation we have received from 


God, or in any of the means neceſſary to furniſh us 
with ſaving knowledge; but rather, becauſe we would 
not receive the truth in the love of it, ſubmit our un- 


derſtandings to the divine teaching, and our conduct 


to the government of thoſe righteous laws, which his 


word afforded us. The fact after all will remain un- 


ſhaken, that If we hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither ſhall we be perſuaded though one roſe From 


the dead.“ 


Having made theſe few obſervations upon the text, 


I ſhall proceed to ſay ſomething (which you, I ima- 


gine, are expecting to hear) on the ſolemn occaſion of 


this ſermon. 


I believe you will all bear me witneſs, that it is not my 


cuſtom to flatter. Funeral ſermons in general are intended 
to convey ſulſome panegyrics on the dead. I do not 


wiſh to add to the number of ſuch ſermons. The 
perſon of whom I am going to ſpeak a few words, 


defired no commendations from me while living, and 


they could render him no ſervice now he is dead, It 
was not his intention, in requeſting me to preach this . 
ſermon, that I ſhould flatter his memory, but that vou 
might be called upon to conſider, that you allo muſt 
die, and that after death comes the judgment. His 
deſire was, that you might conſider with yourſelves, 
whether you are making that ſerious preparation for 
death, which ſo important an event demands, and 
which we ſhall all wiſh we had made when it comes 
upon us. But however averſe I am to the voice of 
flattery on theſe occaſions, yet every character may 
claim that tribute which juſtice aſſigns unto it. 

To ſay that the deceaſed was in his morals ſtrictly 
exemplary, is to ſay the truth. He was religious, and 


he was not aſhamed to avow it, His regular attend- 
ance 
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ance upon public. worſhip. was well known to | 
all: we ſeldom, very ſeldom, miſſed him chang: 1 

look for him now, but he is gone: that place which 
he has ſo oſten i knows him no more for 

eve, 

As to his ſlric attention to religion in his family, 
' thoſe who lived in it can beſt ſpeak of it. They know 
how ofien, as a friend, he has adviſed, and how con- 
ſlantly, as a father, be has prayed with them and for 
them. I believe it to have been his ſincere deſire, that 
himſelf and his houſe ſhould ſerve the Lord. His 
benevolence to the Poor, and kindneſs to the dif- 
treſſed, will be better known hereafter. He is gone 
to that world, where every work of faith, and labour 
of love, will receive a juſt recompence of reward. I 

would be entirely filent on this head, were it not to 
contradict a moſt unkind report chat has been often 
propagated, that he was furniſhed with legacies for the 
purpoles of charity. Sorry I am to ſay, that the poor 
will hereafter feel convincing proofs to the contrary. 
Allow me to add one circumſtance ariſing from my 
own knowledge, which is this: I never, during my 
ſhort acquaintance with him, had occaſion to men- 
tion an object of diſtreſs to him, but his hand was 
extended to relieve tha: diſtreſs, with this injunc- 

tion, Let it not be known from whence it comes 

We uill now follow him to the laſt ſcene—a ſcene as 
affedling, perhaps, as can be imagined. * A death- bed 

is a detector of the heart, and the hour of death is an 
honeſt hour.“ For, as ſays an elegant writer, In our 
warm conver with the world, we think with men, but 
on a death-bed with God.” There the influence of re- 
ligion, if we have any, will appear. If we have 
none, the diſguiſe woven by hypocriſy will be ſtripped ; 
off. 

To fay chat the tortures of that diſorder which 
brought 
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brought the deceaſed to bis grave, muſt have e qualled 
the — would not be ſaying too much. But mid 
the excruciating pains of his body, he was an aſto- 
nithing example of patience and reſignation, fn = 
endured it all, as ſeeing him who is inviſible.” 
His whole mind ſeemed occupied in folemn prepa- 
ration for another world, On my firſt entering the 
room where he lay, he thus addrefſed me: With 
reſpect to my eternal ,ſtate, I muſt ſtill fay, that 1 
come to God for mercy in the character of a poor 
| guilty creature. I acknowledge that * I have left un- 
done thoſe things which I ought to have done, and 
have done thoſe things which I ought not to have 
done; and there is no health in me.. I have nothing 
of my own to plead, nothing to offer, whereby 
I can either in whole or in ey expect to ob- 
tain acceptance with God, My on ' hope is in his 
mercy, through Chriſt Jeſus my 20k : my only plea 
for pardon is his blood : my * plea for juſtification 
is his righteouſneſs, imputed to me by faith! which 
laſt words he ſpoke with great feeling and emphaſis. 
I told him, that his faith and hope being 1 thus fixed, 
he was upon ſure ground—** Upon a, rock, faid he. 
* Yes,” ſaid I. and the gates of hell can never 
prevail againſt it. None ever thus truſted on the 
Lord, and was confounded.” ** None, none, faid 
be. When offering to his conſideration ſeveral ſcripꝛ 
ture promiſes which God has made to ſuit the exigen- 
cies of his people, he ſaid with great earneſtneſs, 
* Go on. go on. And eſpecially when mentioning 
this. When thou paſſeſt through the fire, 1 will be 
with thee (which, I am ſure, figuratively underſtood, 
applied very juſtly to his acute ſufferings), and through 
the waters, they ſhall not overflow thee” —and this, 
ge Though walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 


death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me—thy 
rod 
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rod and thy ſtaff ſhall comfort me he put his hands 
together, and exclaimed, Why that is the very 


thing—the' very thing,” Propoſing to take the holy 
ſacrament, he particularly defared that all his ſervants 


* ſhould attend—and feat this meſſage to tbem: It is 


my requeſt, that all of my fervants who c huſe, ſhould 
come and partake of this holy ordinance with their 
dying maſter.” In thort, his whole time while I was 
with him, was ſpent in earneſt ſupplications to God; 
in repeating (and that with remarkable exactneſs) va- 
rious portions of holy writ; and in exhorting thoſe 
around him to attend to the one thing ſupremely 
needful, without which they could never meet death 
with comfort, nor appear with confidence at the bar 
of God. 5 

The lan ſentence I heard him ſpeak (and indeed he 
did not ſpeak much after I left him) was this: En- 
ter not into judgment with thy ſervant, O Lord ! for 
in thy fight ſhall no man living be juſtified, '? For 
many hours after, he lay perfectly compoſed, and at 


laſt ſurrendered up his ſoul to God, without a ſigh or * : 


roan. 

Finally, my brethren, may we be followers of 
them who through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
miſes! May it be the great bufinel(s of our lives, to 


prepare for that concerning hour which 1s baftening | 


faſt upon us! May we gird up the loins of our mind, 

lay afide every weight, and the fin that doth moſt 
eaſily beſet us, that we may run the race that is ſet before 
us, with meekneſs and fear! Let us heartily, and with 
adoring gratitude, embrace the word of God, as the 
medium through which we are taught the things 


which concern our everlaſting peace; and may qur 


converfation be fuch as becomes the goſpel of Chriſt ; 


our path be the path of the juſt, which, like the 


dawning light, ſhineth more and more unto the per- 
| fect 
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fect day; that when we are called to give a ſolemn 


account of our conduct in this world, to the Judge 


of the quick and dead, we may do it with joy, and 
not with grief ; and hear that ſentence of approbation 
pronounced on each of us, Come, ye bleſſed chil- 


dren of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 


you from the foundation of the world!“ Grant this, 


we beſeech thee, O Lord, through Jeſus Chriſt, our 


Saviour, to whom, with thyſelf and Holy Spirit, be 
aſcribed equal honour and praiſe this day and for 
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